
DESIGN TEAM
Bobbie Fisch, Breck Polley, Ellen Nystrom, Paul Caetano;
Douglas Durkin, Greg Elich, Catherine Kim

PROJECT TEAM
General Contractor: Plant Construction Company
Structural Engineer: Holmes Culley Consulting
Structural Engineers
Lighting Design: Architecture & Light
Plumbing Engineer: MHC Engineers 
Mechanical Engineer: Lee & Associates/Axiom Engineers
Electrical & Life Safety Engineer: C&N Engineers

PIER PERFECT  The museum-like quality belies the challenges of creating

elegant, modern offices within a registered landmark pier building. A rich yet

neutral palette quietly highlights the photography collection woven throughout

the space as well as the offices’ cinematic waterfront views. The heft and 

precision of oak millwork and other finishes recall the art of shipbuilding. 

The juxtaposition of old and new is carefully negotiated—history asserts itself

but the contemporary voice prevails.

CATEGORY: WORK

MERIT AWARD
PROJECT Private Equity Fund Office

LOCATION San Francisco, California

FIRM Tom Eliot Fisch; Douglas Durkin Design, Inc.

CLIENT Withheld 

Historic Preservation: Page & Turnbull
Security: Ceitronics
Audio Visual: Anderson AV
Art Conservator: Ruth/Catone
Construction Manager: Van Acker 
Construction Associates
Custom Case Goods: Barry Serota, Gunlocke
Seating & Files: Herman Miller
Furniture Dealer: CRI

PHOTOGRAPHER
David Wakely

DESIGN TEAM
Doug Zucker, Douglas Giesey, Laurie Petipas, 
Rick Derington, Michi Takahara, Nobumi Mizutani

PROJECT TEAM
General Contractor: Blach Construction
Structural Engineer: A.T. Merovich
MEP Engineer: Alfa Tech
Lighting Designer: Alfred Scholze

ZEN CAPITAL  A mundane, suburban office space is reincarnated 

as a serene and gracious environment that not only welcomes the firm’s 

elite clientele but also safeguards their interests. Warm, substantial materials

ground the two-story office, defined by transparency and light. Heavy 

wood frames delineate the glass-enclosed offices and draw in views of the 

surrounding landscape. Laminated glass and Switchlite technology provide 

privacy when needed. A gentle vault conceals indirect lighting and adds 

a subtle dynamism.

CATEGORY: WORK

HONORABLE MENTION
PROJECT Private Equity Firm

LOCATION Menlo Park, California

FIRM Gensler

CLIENT Withheld 

Millwork: Design Workshops
Carpet: Decorative Carpets, Inc.
Furniture: Thema LLC
Leather Manufacturer: Spinneybeck

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Sherman Takata / Gensler
Benny Chan / Fotoworks

URBAN OASIS  A confluence of good food and meticulous design 

transcends the unlikely setting of this new wine bar and enoteca envisioned 

as a casual neighborhood stop. From its gritty urban block, the restaurant

emerges as a glowing vitrine, its crystalline façade alive with people and

sparkling lights. Throughout the day, views into and through the space 

invite passersby to step in.

Like the cuisine served within, this elegant room relies on craft and honest 

materials rather than opulence to conjure its luscious quality. A wall of thinly

sliced-T-11 siding, stained white and framed in steel, imbues the space with

warmth and texture, drawing guests to the tranquil rear garden, a rare oasis

within the city.

Wine-bottle light fixtures—a collaboration of client, architect and local 

artisans—signal the restaurant’s devotion to fine Italian wines. The sensual 

lines and worn surfaces of the reclaimed classic furnishings contrast with 

the architecture’s underlying discipline.

CATEGORY: COMMERCIAL

HONOR AWARD
PROJECT Bar Bambino

LOCATION San Francisco, California

FIRM Aidlin Darling Design

CLIENT Christopher Losa

J U R O R  C O M M E N T S

“A hidden treasure.”

“Precise yet very warm with 
an element of play.”

“I would love a table outdoors.”

DESIGN TEAM
Joshua Aidlin, David Darling, Susan Barnes

PROJECT TEAM
General Contractor: Northern Sun
Structural Engineer: Jon Brody Consulting Engineers

PHOTOGRAPHER
Matthew Millman

C L I E N T  C O M M E N T

“My restaurant is as ‘neighborhood-y’ as 
I envisioned and inviting to the entire city.
It has exceeded all expectations.”

J U R O R  C O M M E N T

“A beautiful, phenomenally
transparent space.”

J U R O R  C O M M E N T

“…acknowledges the existing
structure without deferring to it.”


